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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS LE 

SUBJ: LEBANESE ARMY CLASH WITH FEDAYEEN SUPPORTERS 

1. THREE LEBANESE CIVILIANS WITH CLOSE TIES WITH FEDAYEEN 
WERE KILLED IN CLASH NEAR ARMY ROADBLOCK ON OUTSKIRTS 
OF BEIRUT JUST AFTER MIDNIGHT SEPT 4 FOLLOWING ATTEMPT BY 
LEBANESE SOLDIERS TO ARREST THEM FOR ILLEGAL POSSESSION 
OF FIREARMS. ACCORDING TO ARMY COMMUNIQUE, ISSUED THIS 
MORNING, CULPRITS WERE BEING ESCORTED TO MILITARY COURT WHEN 
THEY TRIED TO ESCAPE. IN ENSUING FIREFIGHT, ALL 
THREE WERE KILLED AND AN ARMY OFFICER SLIGHTLY WOUNDED. 

WE UNDERSTAND FROM POLICE SOURCES THAT THREE CIVILIANS 
WERE MEMBERS OF LOCAL GANG OF THUGS LED BY IBRAHIM 
QOLAYLAT, KNOWN FOR HIS CLOSE TIES WITH SA’IQA AND FOR 
PAST COOPERATION IN FEDAYEEN GUNRUNNING AND OTHER UN- 
SAVORY ACTIVITIES. 
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2. INCIDENT CAUSED HEIGHTENED JITTERINESS AND TENSION 
ON PART OF LEBANESE ARMY AND INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES 
THROUGHOUT MORNING HOURS, ALTHOUGH BEIRUT POLICE CHIEF 
INFORMED EMBOFF AT 0900Z THAT CITY NOW APPEARS QUIET AND 
HE EXPECTS "NO FURTHER TROUBLE". WE NOTE, HOWEVER. THAT 
ARMY AND POLICE ARE STILL EXERCISING UNUSUAL DEGREE OF 
ALERTNESS AND THAT PATROLLING ACTIVITY CONTINUES IN VARIOUS 
PARTS OF CITY. 

3. SPOKESMAN FOR FEDAYEEN LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCED THIS MORN- 
ING THAT NO FEDAYEEN WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN INCIDENT 
WHICH HE COMPLAINED STEMMED FROM A "PREMEDITATED EFFORT 
TO PROVOKE OUR MASSES. ..AND RENEW THE ATTEMPT TO STRIKE 
AT PALESTINE REVOLUTION AND LEBANESE NATIONALIST FORCES". 

HE CALLED ON GOL TO PUT AN END TO THIS "PLOT" AND PUNISH 
PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INCIDENT. (LATEST NEWS REPORTS 
INDICATE THAT ARMY COMMANDER AT LAST NIGHT S ROADBLOCK 
HAS BEEN "DETAINED" PENDING GOL INQUIRY INTO INCIDENT). 

LOCAL LEFTIST PRESS GIVING MUCH PLAY TO SAME THEME, QUOTING 
QOLAYAT VERSION OF INCIDENT WHICH PREDICTABLY DIFFERS 

IN ALMOST EVERY DETAIL FROM ARMY COMMUNIQUE. 

BUFFUM 
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